
Name: __________________________   Period: ______ 
 
Athenian Democracy Notes (Day 1) 
 

Can you live in a society and be free at the same time? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The earliest forms of government developed in fertile valley 

regions.________________________ ________________________________________________, 

and larger and larger societies began to organize, the need for some controlling system to 

maintain order led to the development of early governments. 

 
Name four river valley regions where ancient civilizations formed. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

All over the Aegean, large cities organized, each developing its own system of government. 

Sparta, Epeiros and Macedonia, for example, developed monarchies, a system of 

government in which _______________________________ holds absolute power.   

 

Thebes and Megara developed into oligarchies, a system of government in which 

___________ ___________________________ holds all power.  

 
In Athens, around 600 BC, a form of government called “Timokratia”, meaning 

“____________ ___________” and “______________”, slowly evolved out of the oligarchy. 



Describe the Economic and Political crisis that existed in Athens during the oligarchy:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To avoid descending into social chaos, in 549 BC, Solon, a respected statesmen and 

member of the “_______________________________” of Greece, successfully convinced the 

Areopagus to pass a series of reforms. 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Timokratia (Aristocracy): Describe the 4 classes of citizens in the Timokratia 
 

1. Pentakosiomedimnoi -  
 

2. Hippeis - 
 

3. Zeugitai -  
 

4. Thetes -  
 
A major problem remained… 

Only ________________ who could participate in the democracy, and only about 

_____________ ______________________________ were citizens.  

 
 
 
 
 
To be continued... 


